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Grand Commander’s Message

Fellow Sir Knights,

Welcome to the Dog Days of Summer. The whole country is heating up and we’re all
living outside after our two year Covid induced hiding. As | prepared to attend a
Rancho Cucamonga Quakes (a local Dodger Farm Team) baseball game this weekend,
| had to decide which Templar baseball cap to wear and it got me to thinking: Why
don’t | see more Knights Templar logos on articles of clothing ? As we all know, in
California we cannot ask anyone to join Masonry, but once an individual does join our
Masonic Family, we can attempt to persuade him to join a myriad of other Masonic
related organizations including our fantastic York Rite and Knights Templar. | see
many shirts and hats with our Square and Compass insignia proudly emblazoned
thereon, and that’s definitely a good thing. However | don’t see the Maltese Cross or
the Cross and Crown that are so familiar to our fraternity on hardly anyone. This is the
least expensive yet probably the most visual form of “advertising” that our
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brotherhood can utilize. In perusing my own closet and dresser, | found 12 shirts and
5 caps with the Shrine Emblem imprinted on them but only three hats and three polo
shirts with one of our Templar symbols. [, for one, am going to rectify that situation
and | encourage my fellow Sir Knights to join my little campaign to make Templarism
more noticeable by having one of our symbols on many more articles of clothing that |
wear. I’ve had strangers ask me what the Square and Compass or the Shrine Scimitar
meant and it’s a great ice breaker at social events where informal clothing is
appropriate. Let’s all give it a try...challenge your brother knights to “join our
campaign” to show our pride in our society of chivalry.

August will again be a very busy month on my Templar Calendar as | have 6 events
including 3 way Receptions, picnics, Barbeques, and just informal Templar gatherings
to celebrate our beautiful country and California’s fantastic weather. Has anyone seen
a bathing suit with a Templar symbol on it...just asking. On August 26 | will be
presenting three separate members with their 50 year anniversary awards at a picnic in
Lake Park, Huntington Beach down south and a couple of Meritorious Service Medals
up north so I look forward to a joyous month.

Again, thank you Sir Knights and your ladies for all of the welcomes Lynn and | have
received as we travel up and down our beautiful state, and | look forward to seeing
those brothers and sisters yet to come.

A SPECIAL NOTE TO GRAND OFFICERS : Please note a change in our calendar for
early 2024. The York Rite Officer’s Conference will be held in Burbank this year on
March 15t through the 3. That’s a week earlier than originally scheduled. Please
update your calendars.

Roger S. Ross, KCT

Grand Commander
Grand Commandery Knights Templar, California

GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL

If you have seen the notice, San
Bernadino is procuring time costumes to
confer the orders. If you think about it,
the other York Bodies perform in
costume, and we think it is about time the
commandery does it that way. The
impression on the candidate should be
life lasting.

Sir Knights one and all -- From the world
of Ritual

Hot august nights are upon us. Good
time to be inside with a cool drink and the
commandery ritual open. Take 30
minutes a day and start the memorization
process. September will be here before
you know it and you should be working

advance stations. With all the picnics around the state, it is

a great time to invite that brother who
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might just be interested in becoming a
York Rite mason. Make sure to invite his
family also.

Rember that we are also a part of
“Making men better”. We need to show
what it really means to be a Knight
Templar.

As always, | am at your service.

God bless

Sir Knight Jim Baum

Grand Inspector General
[amesgbaum@msn.com

760-885-0256 (leave a message and | will
get back to you.)

CREF

What the hay is CRFF you ask??

Well, it’s the acronym for the Colorado
River Fall Festival. All York Rite degrees
and orders are conferred over a two-day
period. This year the conferral is planned
for October 22-24. That’s three days you
say??!1?? Well, yes —the 22"%is a Sunday,
when all candidates must arrive for
orientation by 7:00 pm. Chapter Degrees
start early on Monday morning, Council
Degrees in the afternoon, with an excellent
banquet provided Monday evening.
Commandery Orders are conferred on
Tuesday, the 24™,

If you have candidates waiting, consider
CRFF - the conferrals are arranged at the
Riverside Hotel, owned by the Don
Laughlin family. Don was a Mason. The
arrangements are very good, especially in
this inflationary period — you will not be
disappointed. Go to the following website
to get the Registration Package:

https://crff.org/index.php/new-reqgister-now

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND
ORDERS

Several Festivals are upcoming for the
Summer and Fall. See Flyers at the end.
Of particular note are:

Inland Empire (San Bernardino)
August 19, 2023
September 13, 2023
October 7, 2023

Sutter Creek
September 9, Mark Master

East Bay (Alameda)
Sept 23, 2023 at 7:30am
Oct 7, 2023 at 8:00am
Oct 14, 2023 at 7:30am

GRAND SESSIONS 2024

Grand York Rite activities in 2024 will take
place at the Marriott in Burbank. The
Officers’ Conference is set for March 1-3,
and Grand Sessions for May 16-21.

TEMPLAR RITUALIST

How many of you think you know much
about the rituals of the Orders? There’s a
NEW way you can test yourself. Grand
Encampment has established a Learning
Management System, which you can
access at: http://templared.org/moodle/ .

Give it a try. Several new modules have
been added to the TEMPLAR RITUALIST
module — HISTORY OF THE MEDIEVAL
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR,; and the
COMMISSIONED TEMPLAR CHAPLAIN
PROGRAM. You will have multiple choice
quizzes to take in each Course and an
opportunity to show off your excellence
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by submitting essays for everyone’s
edification! The three modules available
can all be found at the Grand Encampment
site: www.knightstemplar.org.

The Editor

RECORDER ESSENTIALS

Recorders new and old: near the end of
this newsletter you will find a two-page
document that serves as guidelines for
Secretaries and Recorders — especially
new ones.

AR PINT P IR AN ¥ S

THE CLOTHES LINE

A line of Jackets for our York Rite bodies
continues to be available at MP.
ENTERPRISES. The price for red and blue
is great -- $115.00 plus shipping, for sizes
34 to 49 in short, regular and tall; and
$125.00 plus shipping for sizes 50 to 59,
also in short, regular, and tall; and $135.00
plus shipping, for sizes 60-69. Also
available are Men’s and ladies’ vests,
tuxedos and shirts, pins, patches, and
flags, and OES T-Shirts. Contact Max Luy
at (510) 502-3224; or at his website:
www.mpenterprises.weebly.com; or
directly to his email at
maxluy@hotmail.com.

GRAND COMMANDER’S
CALENDAR
AUGUST 2023 — MAY 2024

Date Event Location

August | 3-Way Reception | East Bay,

5, 2023 See Flyer Alameda

August | 3-Way Reception | Orange Park,

6, 2023 See Flyer SF 10:30 -
2:30

August | 3-Way Reception | Vasona Park

19, 2023 | See Flyer 11 am

August | York Rite College | Long Beach,

20, 2023 2:00 pm

Sept 13, | Cryptic Degrees | San

2023 Bernardino,
7:00 pm

Sept 24- | Supreme Marriott

30, 2023 | Assembly Waco, TX

Oct1l- Grand Conclave | Ohio

10, 2023

Oct 7, Templar Orders San

2023 Bernardino,
9:00 am

Oct 14, 3-Way Reception | Santa Monica

2023 See Flyer

Oct 19- SW Regional Salt Lake

23, 2023 | Conference City, UT

Oct 27 - | Grand Lodge San

29, 2023 Francisco

Nov 29, | Awards Foothill

2023 Ceremony Commandery

Dec 18, | Christmas Department 4

2023 Observance

Feb 10, 3-Way Reception | Auburn

2024

Mar 1-3, | Officers’ Burbank

2024 Conference Marriott

Mar 15- | Hawaii Cruise Pacific Ocean

31, 2024

April 6, 3-Way Reception | San Diego

2024

April 7, 3-Way Reception | San

2024 Bernardino

May 16- | Grand Sessions | Burbank

21,2024 Marriott

If you would like to attend any of these events and

need to know particulars about where and when
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and cost, please call any of the contact numbers
below, or _go to the Grand York Rite website
calendar at:
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/
itinerary.html

TAX REPORTING

Robert Wellington of Orange County
Chapter No. 73 is willing to assist
Chapters with guidance to restore their
tax exempt status, if needed. If you
would rather speak to a brother,
Companion and Sir Knight, than an IRS
or FTB agent, feel free to contact Bob at

rozekroy@gmail.com

GRAND COMMANDERY
CONTACT INFORMATION

Grand Commander:

Roger S. Ross, KCT, KYGCH
714-350-4141 (C)
rogesg25@sbcglobal.net

Grand Recorder:

Bud Ramsey, KCT, KYGCH
408-838-3730
Grand.Recorder.KT.CA@gmail.com

Assistant to the Grand Recorder:

Gregg Hall, KYGCH, KCT
408-656-2459
greqggahall@gmail.com

Editor:

Phil Hardiman, KYGCH, KTCH, KCT
(916) 712-4814(C)
Grand.recorder.cm.ca@gmail.com

Websites:

WWW.YORKRITEOFCALIFORNIA.ORG

GOLDEN STATE CHAPTER OF RESEARCH
Website: WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG

GRAND SESSIONS, FORMS & SCHEDULES
Website: WWW.CA-GYRS.OR
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SECRETARY and/or RECORDER ESSENTIALS -- REVISED

Forms and Documents you will need are located at the Grand York Rite website, which
is: www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org. The new website will require you to have a userid, and
to have established a password. Once you LOGIN, you will see along white line, above
which you will see:

ROYAL ARCH FORMS  CRYPTIC COUNCIL FORMS COMMANDERY FORMS

Then click on the appropriate FORMS. In ROYAL ARCH FORMS, scroll down to Officers
Manual, which has information for the Secretary, and print that out. Many concepts in
the Grand Chapter manual are relevant to Councils and Commanderies.

Priorities are as follows:

1. Dues Collection — You should send out dues notices no later than October,
with payments from members due by December 315

2. Membership control — Membership information is now managed in the MMS
system — Masonic Membership Solutions. Important changes to your
membership include new members, suspensions, demits, and deaths.
Maintain e-mail addresses for members and you can easily then forward the
monthly newsletter, The WORKMAN, to them.

3. Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues. Thereis a
Constitutional process that should be followed rigorously in order that
members, who may have moved and not received your dues notice, are treated
fairly. See the following sections of the relevant Constitution in order to learn
about this process:

Chapter: See Section 201 in the Constitution at

https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/documents/roval -
arch/ROYAL ARCH Constitution 2022 final.pdf

Council: See Section 30-10 in the Constitution at

https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/cryptic-
council/pdf/Grand Council Constitution 2022.pdf

Commandery: See Section 347 in the Constitution at

https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/york-rite-forms-
documents/commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202022.

pdf
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4. Per Capita -- The Per Capita payment, due each Jan 15" for Chapter and
Councils (and April 15t for Commanderies) does not require action by the
Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid. You will need good, up-to-date
end-of-year numbers of active members in MMS. This is the source of your Per
Capita bill. Without good data on your membership in MMS you will most likely
overpay your per capita requirement. It is sensible to begin your process near
the end of the CY, as soon as possible. It is also sensible, if you have access
to the Grand Lodge database, to check each member to see if they are still
alive. Do so before the end of the year. But most important is getting a userid
to utilize MMS so you can enter deceased and suspended data.

5. Insurance -- The Insurance payment, due each July 15", does not require
action by the Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid. You will be billed
for the payment by the Grand Secretary or Grand Recorder.

6. Lodge Book of Marks — Maintain this up-to-date, or perhaps arrange for a PHP
to take on the responsibility of maintaining.

7. Minutes — Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture
everything that is said. Focus on having a clear representation of motions
made and the vote count by which they passed or failed. In addition to keeping
petitions in a separate file, it is good practice to replicate the basic petitioner
information in the minutes. Itis also a good practice to keep the names of
attendees at each meeting in the minutes. If conferring a degree, keep a copy
of the cast members and the candidate(s). Also, please send the candidate
class names to the Grand Secretary or Grand Recorder.

8. Grand Sessions — Before the May meeting, remind the Dais officers they are
responsible to attend; and arrange a stipend if your Chapter, Council or
Commandery can afford it. Remind members who expect to attend to be sure
to take their dues cards. If Dais Officers of the Chapter and Council cannot
attend, they may issue a proxy, or they may elect a representative. This is true
also for Commanderies, whose members, however, cannot issue proxies. The
appropriate Chapter forms can be obtained on the Grand York Rite website:
Scroll to "Elected Representative and Proxy Credentials." Or, alternatively, the
forms for all three bodies can be found at www.ca-qyrs.org.

9. Order of High Priesthood — Be sure the current HP and PHPs know they are
eligible to receive this Order. In fact, it is a Constitutional requirement! Share
the petition with them and send to the Grand Secretary. This requirement does
not appear to be true for the Thrice lllustrious Master Degree or the Past
Commander’s Association. Petitions for all three bodies are available at the
WwWWw.ca-gyrs.org.
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Ways to Give Financial Support
Please mail this form with your contribution to the address below.
Mame of donor:
Addrecs:
City State: Zip:
Phone Mumber: Email:

If donor is a Sir Knight give location:
State: Commandery Name: Mo.

Please apply my donation as follows: (Place an X in the appropriate beoo)
330,00 Life Sponsor (For Sir Knighiz only)
$50.00 Associate Patron (Available fo Foundations, Corporations, or Individuals)
510000 Patron (Avaiable to Foundations, Corporations, or Individuals)
Grand Commander's Club *
$1.000.00 Grand Master's Club *
$10,000.00 Golden Chalice (Available fo Foundafions, Corporations, or Individualzs) ™
$25,000.00 Grand Master's Sword of Merit (Available fo Foundafions, Corporations, or individuals) =
5 General Contribution

CCCCCEECE
=
8
=

[ ] Check or money order enclosed (Payable to the Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.)
[ ] Please charge to my credit card: [ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard [ ] American Express [ ] Discover

Credit Card Mumber Expiration Date

Signature

Memonal or in Honor Confribuions pleazse fill outf the following:

[ 1 in Remembrance [ ] In Honor

Mame of Person:

Flease Notify:

Address:

City- State: Zip:
If & Commandery is to receive Remembrance or Honor credit please supply:
State: Commandery Name: Mo,

* Grand Master’s Glub and Grand Gommander’s Ciub may not be purchazed in fhe name of any organization, only ndividwals. Members
of the Grand Commander’s Glub may add to their donations unfil fhey reach a folal of 51,000 fo receive membership in the Gramd
Master's Ciub. (4s of 21/2013 once 25 Grand Masfer’s Glubs are reached, a Sword of Ment will be awarded.)

** if requesfed af the fime of the initial giff, the donations may be appled fo the Permanenf Donor Fund.

The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. welcomes gifts and Bequests as well as Gifts of Secunties and Life Insurance. |f you desire in planning
your estate to make a gift to be used by The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc. for its charitable programs, regandless of the form which your
gift may take, the proper words to be used on any gift or check is "The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.

The Fowndation is a tax-exempt Chanitable Organization under Secton 501(c) 3 of the Intemal Revenue Code.
Please mai this form with your contribution o the address below.

The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 271118
Floarer Mound TX 75027-1118
Phone: 214-888-0220  Fax- 214-888-0230
E-Mail: ManagenGkief.us
wwew kief.org

Fillable Form is at:
https://www.ktef.org/donation-selection
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Cordially invites you to:
The Grand York Rite Reception Honoring

Most Excellent Grand High Priest Thomas C. Chavez, KYGCH
Most Ilustrious Grand Master Michael T. Sherman, KYGCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander SK Roger S. Ross, KYGCH

Date: August 5, 2023

Time:
3:00 P.M. Social 3:30 P.M. Dinner

Location:
Alameda Masonic Hall
2312 Alameda Avenue
Alameda_ California
R.S.V.P. with a Check to “East Bay York Rite”
Send to: Fred Baclig
5021 Vesteny Ct._, Antioch, CA 94531

025-216-1174
Eastbayyorkriteassn@aol. com

Cast $25.00 per Person

PLEASE R.S.V.P. before July 25, 2023

See next page for parking
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* Alameda Masonic Temple (Island City Lodge) — 2312 Alameda Ave., Alameda, CA 94501

Free Street Parki if no meters) on Weekends, but always check ted signs before parki

Oak St. — between Alameda Ave. and San Jose Ave.

Encinal Ave. — unmetered sections between Oak St. and Walnut St.

Park Ave. W. and Park Ave. E. — between Encinal Ave. and Jackson Park
Encinal Ave. — between Park Ave. E. and Broadway

Broadway — between Central Ave. and Encinal Ave.

mooor

Pay All Day H Parking on Weekends
F Alameda Civic Center Garage — 1442 Oak St.
Variable Availability on Weekends, but free

G Alameda High School Parking Lot — on Oak St. between Alameda Ave. and Central Ave.
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Sunday
August 6, 2023

-10:30am - 2:00pm
S5/ person

FAMILY AND FRIENDS JOIN

AN FRANCISCO, PENINSULA & PALO ALTO YORK RITE BODIES
FOR OUR ANNUAL/BBQ STEAK PICNIC AND

D YORK RITE RECEPTION AT ORANGE PARK

S —

ORANGE MEMORIAL PARK
35 W. ORANGE AVE.
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080

Checks made payable to: "CA Commandery #1"

RSVPs must be accepted by August 1 to
Art Walton
San Francisco York Rite
34400 Mission Blvd.
Apt.1210
Union City, CA 94587

arthurhwalton@gmail.com | 510-441-3913
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The San Jose York Rite Bodies
Are pleased to invite you to attend a
Grand York Rite Reception
Honoring;:

Most Excellent Thomas C. Chavez
Grand High Priest

Most Illustrious Michael T. Sherman
Ilustrious Grand Master

And
Sir Knight Roger S. Ross
Right Eminent Grand Commander

To be held at:
Gateway Pavilion Area, Vasona Park
333 Blossom Hill Road, Los Gatos, California

On Saturday, August 19, 2023
Social at 11:00 AM, Lunch at 12:30 PM, Program to follow.

Cost for Lunch is $20_ All proceeds to benefit York Rite Chanties.

Pay by check Pay by credit card

Check payable to: Contact Secretary/Recorder Daniel
San Jose Council No. 20 Doombos at 408-802-7480 or

Mail to: Daniel Doornbos daniel.deornbos@icloud.com to
2165 Carobwood Lane request an invoice.
San Jose CA 95132-1213 RSVP deadline is August 6, 2022

See the map on the opposite side.

Page 12 of 17



.Clqs'_e'st' ‘_péi‘king' ~.. 2

TARLEY RD WEST

> This_ is our spot —

2
il Qﬂ'

D 4
S ARYGROUNR £
ot

.

~

LI WA T PARK

i 7 Morann of Lea Gkl
:‘ L R L 25 3
BT & o - @ ‘Ei::we
ll'O'SSOVM HliL kD ToLr.s'Gﬁio;nd y
: l : Lexington Rescrvoir ¢,

Page 13 of 17



Fall 2023
York Rite Festival

Royal Arch Chapter Degrees
Mark, Past, Most Excellent & Royal Arch

Saturday, August 19th, 2023 @ 9:00 A.M.

Cryptic Mason Council Degrees
Royal Master & Select Master
Wednesday, September 13th, 2023 @ 7:00 P.M.

Knights Templar Commandery Orders
Red Cross, Malta & Order of the Temple
Saturday, October 7th, 2023 @ 9:00 A.M.

Please Check-In Early!
Sharp Time Set - Conferral of Degrees & Orders

All at the

San Bernardino York Rite Masonic Temple
2888 Arrowhead Avenue
San Bernardino, California 92405-3805

sbyrb@juno.com

Please be early to avoid delays / Prompt conferral times are set
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Sutter Creek Weekend

Mark Master Degree
At Historic Sutter Creek Masonic Temple

Saturday, September 9, 2023
1:00 p.m.

Join us for a fun-filled weekend on September 9 at historic Sutter
Creek! Gold Country Royal Arch Chapter No. 11 will confer the Mark
Master Degree in the Sutter Creek Masonic Temple beginning at
1:00 pm. While we are conferring the degree, our non-Masonic
guests can enjoy the boutique shopping district on Main Street. We
will then have dinner together that evening at a nearby restaurant.

For those who would like to stay overnight, there are three historic
hotels in town.

Hanford House

For More Information:
John L. Cooper III, PHP
(650) 224-9189 or jlcooper@freemason.org

Reach out to all the Master Masons in your area to invite them to this event.
There i= no degree fee to receive the Mark Master, however, they do need to be voted mto
Gold Country Chapter or their local York Rite Chapter to receive the degree. Petitions for
the Auburn York Hite Bodies can be emailed by sending a reguest to
news@aburnvorkrite ors

A special meeting will be held that day to vote for candidates if need be.
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California Yacht Club
4469 ADMIRALTY WAY, MARINA DEL REY, CA 90292

Dress Code: Suit or York Rite Jackets!
Send RSVP to mj@mj.org
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7 HAWAII CRUISE

March 16-31, 2024

15-DAY HAWAII CRUISE s o
ROUND TRIP LOS ANGELES e s “m

u // /’/
Prices starting at only $1,399 per person m;/ i

Tees

Join Roger and Lynn Ross on this fantastic, fun-filled joumey to our 50™
state. Cruise with your sisters and brothers of the California Commandery,

as we sail the blue waters of the Pacific, and visit the beautiful islands of
Oahu, Maui, and Hawaii. You will have more fun than you can imagine,

and make life-long memories. You don't want to miss this cruise. Sign up
today! This cruise is open to everyone.

Here’s our ltinerary:

316  Los Angeles 3:00 pm sailing
317-20  atsea

3/21  Honolulu 9:00 am arrival
522 Honolulu 10:00 pm sailing

3/23  Lahaing, Mawm T:00am - 6:00 pm
324 Kona, Hawaii 700 am - 6:00 pm
3/25-20  atsen
330 Ensenada, Mexico 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

331 Los Angeles 6:15 um arrival
Aboard the beautiful Discovery Princess
Here™s Our Discounted Group Pricing: Discovery Princess®, launched in 2022 s the third
Insicke Stateroom Category IB S139%) vessel designed from the ground up with Princess
Balcony Stateroom Category RD §2.759 MedallionClass® and the final Royal-class ship. Enjoy
Category BC  S2.839 270-degree sweeping views from our largest balconies al

Category DR 53.269 sea, unwind in ultimate comfort at The Sanctuary, and

Mii-Svdle Catzgory MG 3529 indulge vour senses with world-class dining options
from Michelin-star and renowned chels. Plus. Princess
live entertuinment presents spectacular new productions

Prices shown are per person, double occupancy. Additonul that can only be scen in our stite-of-the-arl Princess

o e 0 s T s AV T o i penanli e o

: g E ; N i D : ™ - woall ‘1
upgraded o Princess Plus or Princess Premicr for an ::‘f:l:l.l SaoCisss! Expurience, JFOUT YL WiCation i Just

additional charge. Travel insurance is an additional cost
and is highly recommended.
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