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Grand Commander’s Message 
 
Fellow Sir Knights, 
 
As you are all aware, in June we celebrated the first day and therefore the Birth of 
Summer.  Now in July we have the great honor and privilege of celebrating the Birth of 
our great Country.  While as Knights Templar we look back to our legendary heritage of 
defending Christianity, as Masons we took a vow to follow the Constitution and Laws 
of our particular country.  That means that as Americans, we respect our history and 
the patriotism exhibited by our ancestors and fellow members of our Order.  We 
support God, Jesus Christ and the love of this Land of the Free and Home of the Brave.  
On our uniforms we wear numerous medals and badges that we have earned, but only 
two “bars” are authorized.  One indicates the leadership skills of those who have 
earned the title of Knight York Cross of Honor, and the other signifies Veterans of our 
Military Service and their dedication to risking life and limb to defend our country.  
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Please remember, as we enjoy the beautiful fireworks displays around our 
neighborhoods, that many men and women laid down their lives to gain this freedom 
that we enjoy. 
 
My calendar is extremely busy as June comes to an end and July rushes to greet us.  
I’ll be in Ontario, California celebrating with the Grand Bethel of Jobs Daughters on 
June 29th and a few days later I’ll be enjoying an Ice Cream Social in San Luis Obispo; 
then heading down to Van Nuys for a Three Way Reception; and the next day riding in 
the Newhall Parade before watching at least one, if not two, colorful displays of 
Fireworks to cap off our Independence Day feats.  A few days later I’ll be at El Bekal 
Temple for a Shrine Event and by the next weekend I’ll be at a Red Cross of 
Constantine Meeting and on Sunday I’ll be back at the Los Angeles Airport Hilton for 
the Masonic Service Bureau Breakfast.  The main up side of all of this is there will be 
no time for idle hands for the Devil to play with. 
 
I look forward to the upcoming months and the opportunity to meet with all of you 
personally so I hope you’ll be able to come to an event or two in your locality when I 
get there.  Please be aware that I know that I represent all of you individually as well as 
collectively as a Grand Body and I do care about whatever difficulties you may have in 
your Commanderies if any exist.  Let me know if I can help in any way.  Until next 
month, fellows and your ladies, my God smile upon you and remember “Fiat Lux et 
Scientia” 
 
Roger S. Ross, KCT 
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar, California 
 

 
GRAND INSPECTOR GENERAL 
 
Sir Knights one and all -- From the world 
of Ritual 
 
Have a very happy and sane Fourth of 
July. Great fireworks, food, family, and 
friends. If you participate in a local event, 
thank you for celebrating our birthday. 
 
It is half-way through the year and time to 
start thinking of advanced stations. If you 
are advancing to Captain General, you 
need, in addition to your duties, to learn 
the opening and closing as well. The 
generalissimo and Captain General are 
directed, at their installation, that they  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
might be required to preside, so better to 
start learning now.  
 
Festival will be start soon and good ritual 
is what impresses the candidates. It is our 
duty as Knights to give the candidates the 
best order we can provide. Sloppy work 
tends to turn off potential leaders. Take 
you time, learn your part and practice.  
 
Rember that we are also a part of “Making 
men better”. We need to show what it 
really means to be Knight Templar.  
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As always, I am at your service.  
 
God bless  
Sir Knight Jim Baum 
Grand Inspector General 
jamesgbaum@msn.com 
760-885-0256 (leave a message and I will 
get back to you.) 

 

CRFF 

 
What the hay is CRFF you ask?? 

Well, it’s the acronym for the Colorado 
River Fall Festival.  All York Rite degrees 
and orders are conferred over a two-day 
period.  This year the conferral is planned 
for October 22-24.  That’s three days you 
say??!!??  Well, yes – the 22nd is a Sunday, 
when all candidates must arrive for 
orientation by 7:00 pm.  Chapter Degrees 
start early on Monday morning, Council 
Degrees in the afternoon, with an excellent 
banquet provided Monday evening.  
Commandery Orders are conferred on 
Tuesday, the 24th. 

 

If you have candidates waiting, consider 
CRFF – the conferrals are arranged at the 
Riverside Hotel, owned by the Don 
Laughlin family.  Don was a Mason.  The 
arrangements are very good, especially in 
this inflationary period – you will not be 
disappointed.  Go to the following website 
to get the Registration Package: 

 

https://crff.org/index.php/new-register-now 

 

CONFERRAL OF DEGREES AND 
ORDERS 

 

Several Festivals are upcoming for the 
Summer and Fall.  See Flyers at the end.  
Of particular note are: 
 

Inland Empire (San Bernardino) 
 August 19, 2023 
 September 13, 2023 
 October 7, 2023 
 
Sutter Creek 
 September 9, Mark Master 
 
East Bay (Alameda) 
 Sept 23, 2023 at 7:30am 
 Oct 7, 2023 at 8:00am 
 Oct 14, 2023 at 7:30am 

 
 

GRAND SESSIONS 2024 
 
Grand York Rite activities in 2024 will take 
place at the Marriott in Burbank.  The 
Officers’ Conference is set for March 8-10, 
and Grand Sessions for May 15-20. 
 

 
TEMPLAR RITUALIST 

 
How many of you think you know much 
about the rituals of the Orders? There’s a 
NEW way you can test yourself.  Grand 
Encampment has established a Learning  
Management System, which you can 
access at: http://templared.org/moodle/ . 
 
Give it a try.  Several new modules have 
been added to the TEMPLAR RITUALIST 
module – HISTORY OF THE MEDIEVAL 
KNIGHTS TEMPLAR; and the 
COMMISSIONED TEMPLAR CHAPLAIN 
PROGRAM.  You will have multiple choice 
quizzes to take in each Course and an 
opportunity to show off your excellence 
by submitting essays for everyone’s 
edification!  The three modules available 
can all be found at the Grand Encampment 
site: www.knightstemplar.org.   
 
The Editor 

 

mailto:jamesgbaum@msn.com
http://templared.org/moodle/
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RECORDER ESSENTIALS 
 
Recorders new and old: near the end of 
this newsletter you will find a two-page 
document that serves as guidelines for 
Secretaries and Recorders – especially 
new ones.   
 

 

THE CLOTHES LINE 

A line of Jackets for our York Rite bodies 
continues to be available at MP. 
ENTERPRISES. The price for red and blue 
is great -- $115.00 plus shipping, for sizes 
34 to 49 in short, regular and tall; and 
$125.00 plus shipping for sizes 50 to 59, 
also in short, regular, and tall; and $135.00 
plus shipping, for sizes 60-69. Also 
available are Men’s and ladies’ vests, 
tuxedos and shirts, pins, patches, and 
flags, and OES T-Shirts. Contact Max Luy 
at (510) 502-3224; or at his website:  
www.mpenterprises.weebly.com; or 
directly to his email at 
maxluy@hotmail.com. 

 
GRAND COMMANDER’S 

CALENDAR 
JUly 2023 – MAY 2024 

 
 
Date 

 
         Event 

 
Location 

July 2, 
2023 

Ice Cream Social 
Reception 

San Luis 
Obispo, 11 
am to 1 pm  

July 3, 
2023 

3-Way Reception Van Nuys 

July 4, 
2023 

4th Of July 
Parade 

Newhall 

August 
5, 2023 

3-Way Reception East Bay, 
Alameda 

August 
6, 2023 

3-Way Reception Orange 
Park, SF 
10:30 – 2:30 

August 
19, 2023 

3-Way Reception Vasona Park 
11 am 

Sept 24- 
30, 2023 

Supreme 
Assembly 

Marriott 
Waco, TX 

Oct 1 – 
10, 2023 

Grand Conclave Ohio 

Oct 14, 
2023 

3-Way Reception Santa 
Monica 

Oct 19-
23, 2023 

SW Regional 
Conference 

Salt Lake 
City, UT 

Dec 18, 
2023 

Christmas 
Observance 

Department 
4 

Mar 8-
10, 2024 

Officers’ 
Conference 

Burbank 
Marriott 

Mar 15-
31, 2024 

Hawaii Cruise Pacific 
Ocean 

May 15-
20, 2024 

Grand Sessions Burbank 
Marriott 

 

If you would like to attend any of these events and 

need to know particulars about where and when 

and cost, please call any of the contact numbers 

below, or  go to the Grand York Rite website 

calendar at:  

http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/
itinerary.html  
 
 

TAX REPORTING 

Robert Wellington of Orange County 
Chapter No. 73 is willing to assist 
Chapters with guidance to restore their 
tax exempt status, if needed. If you 
would rather speak to a brother, 
Companion and Sir Knight, than an IRS 
or FTB agent, feel free to contact Bob at 
rozekroy@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mpenterprises.weebly.com/
mailto:maxluy@hotmail.com
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html
http://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/commandery/itinerary.html
mailto:rozekroy@gmail.com
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GRAND COMMANDERY 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Grand Commander: 

 
Roger S. Ross, KCT, KYGCH 

 714-350-4141 (C) 

 rogesq25@sbcglobal.net  
 
Grand Recorder: 
  

Bud Ramsey, KCT, KYGCH 
408-838-3730        
Grand.Recorder.KT.CA@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assistant to the Grand Recorder:  

 
Gregg Hall, KYGCH, KCT 
408-656-2459 

 greggahall@gmail.com 
 
Editor: 
  

Phil Hardiman, KYGCH, KTCH, KCT 
 (916) 712-4814(C) 

 Grand.recorder.cm.ca@gmail.com 
 
 

Websites: 
 
WWW.YORKRITEOFCALIFORNIA.ORG 
 
GOLDEN STATE CHAPTER OF RESEARCH 
Website: WWW.GOLDENSTATECHAPTER.ORG 
 
GRAND SESSIONS, FORMS & SCHEDULES 
Website:   WWW.CA-GYRS.OR  

 
 

mailto:philipandnancy@aol.com
http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
http://www.goldenstatechapter.org/
http://www.ca-gyrs.or/
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SECRETARY and/or RECORDER ESSENTIALS -- REVISED 

  

 
Forms and Documents you will need are located at the Grand York Rite website, which 
is:  www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org.  The new website will require you to have a userid, and 
to have established a password.  Once you LOGIN, you will see a long white line, above 
which you will see: 
 
ROYAL ARCH FORMS      CRYPTIC COUNCIL FORMS        COMMANDERY FORMS 
  
Then click on the appropriate FORMS.   In ROYAL ARCH FORMS, scroll down to Officers 
Manual, which has information for the Secretary, and print that out.  Many concepts in 
the Grand Chapter manual are relevant to Councils and Commanderies. 
 
Priorities are as follows: 
 

1. Dues Collection – You should send out dues notices no later than October, 
with payments from members due by December 31st.  

  
2. Membership control – Membership information is now managed in the MMS 

system – Masonic Membership Solutions.  Important changes to your 
membership include new members, suspensions, demits, and deaths.  
Maintain e-mail addresses for members and you can easily then forward the 
monthly newsletter, The WORKMAN, to them. 

 

3. Do not cavalierly suspend members for non-payment of dues.  There is a 
Constitutional process that should be followed rigorously in order that 
members, who may have moved and not received your dues notice, are treated 
fairly.  See the following sections of the relevant Constitution in order to learn 
about this process: 

 
Chapter:  See Section 201 in the Constitution at  
 
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/documents/royal-
arch/ROYAL_ARCH_Constitution_2022_final.pdf 
 
Council:  See Section 30-10 in the Constitution at  
 
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/cryptic-
council/pdf/Grand_Council_Constitution_2022.pdf 
 
Commandery:   See Section 347 in the Constitution at  
 
https://yorkriteofcalifornia.org/files/york-rite-forms-
documents/commandery/GRAND%20COMMANDERY%20Constitution%202022.
pdf 

 

http://www.yorkriteofcalifornia.org/
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4. Per Capita -- The Per Capita payment, due each Jan 15th for Chapter and 
Councils (and April 1st for Commanderies) does not require action by the 
Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid.  You will need good, up-to-date 
end-of-year numbers of active members in MMS.  This is the source of your Per 
Capita bill.  Without good data on your membership in MMS you will most likely 
overpay your per capita requirement.  It is sensible to begin your process near 
the end of the CY, as soon as possible.  It is also sensible, if you have access 
to the Grand Lodge database, to check each member to see if they are still 
alive.  Do so before the end of the year.  But most important is getting a userid 
to utilize MMS so you can enter deceased and suspended data. 
 

5. Insurance -- The Insurance payment, due each July 15th, does not require 
action by the Chapter, Council or Commandery to be paid.  You will be billed 
for the payment by the Grand Secretary or Grand Recorder. 

 
6. Lodge Book of Marks – Maintain this up-to-date, or perhaps arrange for a PHP 

to take on the responsibility of maintaining. 
 
7. Minutes – Take good minutes, but don’t over-do it by trying to capture 

everything that is said.  Focus on having a clear representation of motions 
made and the vote count by which they passed or failed.  In addition to keeping 
petitions in a separate file, it is good practice to replicate the basic petitioner 
information in the minutes.  It is also a good practice to keep the names of 
attendees at each meeting in the minutes.  If conferring a degree, keep a copy 
of the cast members and the candidate(s).  Also, please send the candidate 
class names to the Grand Secretary or Grand Recorder. 

 
8. Grand Sessions – Before the May meeting, remind the Dais officers they are 

responsible to attend; and arrange a stipend if your Chapter, Council or 
Commandery can afford it.  Remind members who expect to attend to be sure 
to take their dues cards.  If Dais Officers of the Chapter and Council cannot 
attend, they may issue a proxy, or they may elect a representative.  This is true 
also for Commanderies, whose members, however, cannot issue proxies. The 
appropriate Chapter forms can be obtained on the Grand York Rite website:  
Scroll to "Elected Representative and Proxy Credentials."  Or, alternatively, the 
forms for all three bodies can be found at www.ca-gyrs.org. 
 

9. Order of High Priesthood – Be sure the current HP and PHPs know they are 
eligible to receive this Order.  In fact, it is a Constitutional requirement!  Share 
the petition with them and send to the Grand Secretary.  This requirement does 
not appear to be true for the Thrice Illustrious Master Degree or the Past 
Commander’s Association.  Petitions for all three bodies are available at the 
www.ca-gyrs.org. 
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Fillable Form is at: 

https://www.ktef.org/donation-selection 

https://www.ktef.org/donation-selection
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4- WAY RECEPTION 

HONORING 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Thomas C, Chavez 

Most Illustrious Grand Master, Michael T. Sherman 

Right Eminent Grand Commander, SK Roger S. Ross 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Randy L. Brill 

 

DATE: 
 July 3rd, 2023 

 

Time:  
5:30 pm social 
6:30 pm dinner 

Program to follow 
 

Location:  
Van Nuys Masonic Lodge 

14750 Sherman Way, Van Nuys, CA 91405 
 

R.S.V.P. to rsvp@sfvyrb.org 

 

 

Please RSVP before July 1st, 2022 
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